
A couple nervously sits in what looks to be an normal OBGYN waiting room.

Interviewer:“I understand you are applying to raise your own child.”
(Couple nods)

Interviewer: “You realize, this is a rather unorthodox request.  The persons who create the 
child are rarely able to be objective enough to support a child’s optimal growth environment.”
Soon to be parent:“We do.”

Interviewer: “And what makes you think you’ll be exemplary parents?  Neither of you score 
naturally high in baby whisperer attributes.  Our baby and child whisperers spend at least 15 
years in training!”
Soon to be parent: “We’re taking classes now...”
Interviewer: “I cannot believe I was asked to even consider this case.” (mutters)

Interviewer: “Do you fully understand the cost of raising a child today?  The security and 
protective necessities alone will set you back (glances at application) 40 years at least!”
Soon to be parent: “We do.  We are fully prepared...”

Interviewer: “And while your child’s predicted potential doesn’t immediately disqualify you, 
it’s too close to the genius level in the relationship range to say whether this will actually even 
be an option.  The girl comes out testing two points higher than we think, and it will be totally 
out of my hands!”
Soon to be parent: “We understand that is a possibility.”

Interviewer: “What on earth do you propose to offer your child that we cannot?  Think in the 
best interest of your child!”
Soon to be parent: “We’ve just started working with new adults who grew up in the system.  
There’s something that’s not right about them!  Something’s missing!”

Interviewer: You have no evidence to support that!  (Scientist has turned bright red)
(Furiously stamps “denied” on the application.  Pregnant woman buries her head against her 
husbands chest as scientist ushers them out emphatically.)

Scientist scrawls note about ending their ability to get pregnant and then swipes at his 
sweating head.  An associate enters the of!ce.  Scientist says to him, 

Ending 1
Interviewer: “Again our child-rearing practices are being questioned.  Double check the 
formulas.  We can’t mess up another month of children or people will be banging in our 
door!”

Alternate ending:
Interviewer: “I wish I could stop playing the bad guy, but it’s getting harder and harder for me 
to weed through people who now want to be parents because a child is a popular accessory 
and those who really want to be parents.  Could you tell as you watched?

Alternate ending:



Interviewer: I wish I didn’t have the sneaking suspicion they are right!  And even if they are, 
society as a whole has lost its ability to see children as more than resources.  So where does 
that leave us?


