
 
 

Could MTV’s Lab Ratz be the next big thing? 
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HOLLYWOOD – This weekend marked the pilot of MTV’s newest reality show, Lab Ratz. It’s 
the first show of its kind, featuring the everyday lives of the postdocs and students in the Fitz 
Lab at the world (or at least the science world) renowned California Institute Technology, 
otherwise known as Caltech. A popular tv series in the early 2010’s, Big Bang Theory, also 
briefly pays homage to Caltech, as its characters were PhD students at the university. Lab 
Ratz, however is the first show of its kind to feature real scientists and researchers doing 
what they do best- and watching what else happens in their lives as well.   
 
For the duration of the show, not only will the people of the Fitz Lab be working together 
like always, but they will  also be living together in a lux house located near campus. The 
show already breaks some rules of the traditional “reality show” formula, with characters 
who have already been working together for some time, rather than being newly introduced. 
In addition, producers voiced some difficulty initially with lab members allowing themselves 
to be filmed most of the day, however, to Doctor Fitz’s relief, they all eventually complied, 
rather than leave the lab.  
 
“When MTV approached me with their new tv show concept, I was skeptical at first.”, Fitz 
tells us, “After giving it some thought and consideration however, I realized that this might 
be a good way to get our research out there and give people a glimpse into the lives of 
researchers and scientists. Too often, we find ourselves holed up in our labs, sheltered away 
from the public media. I think this is a good step towards bridging that gap.”  
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Lab Ratz follows the same general format as many other reality tv shows, such as 
Jersey Shore, Keeping up with the Kardashians, etc. We’re introduced to everyone in 
the lab and get a general sense of what each person is like, and dive immediately into 
their world of science and research. Graduate student Becky Welch explains she’s been 
working in Fitz’s lab for the past 2 years, working towards her PhD. The group is 
suddenly thrown a curveball early on in the show, however, when Fitz introduces a 
new member to their lab group- Chase Hartsough, an undergrad junior at Caltech. 
Becky is especially startled by Chase’s induction into the lab, as she once TA’d a class 
for him two years ago. She recounts that the attraction and chemistry between them 
started to become more and more noticeable until thankfully the term ended. She and 
Chase haven’t spoken since. Meanwhile, postdoc Allen Chen notices Becky’s unusual 
reaction towards Chase’s arrival, and confronts her about it later on at night. She 
denies anything happening and tries to brush off Allen’s concerns, revealing to the 
viewers that Allen has constantly bothered her throughout her time at the Fitz Lab. 
Already we see romance and drama brewing well into this season pilot.  
 
The pilot episode of Lab Ratz, after months of promotions and teasers, garnered a 
respectable, drew over 1.5 million young adults, aged 13 – 25 and received a 3.8 rating. 
The mix of endearing social awkwardness and relatable romance and drama already 
taking place has successfully captivated many viewers. Only time will tell how 
successful Lab Ratz will become.  
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Lab Ratz, which airs Thursdays at 10 p.m. (ET/PT), exclusively on MTV, is produced 
by VH1’s Anthony Beltempo and executive producer SallyAnn Salsano, who previously 
worked together to produce the immensely successful Jersey Shore. They hope Lab 
Ratz will give viewers and entertaining and “fresh new perspective” into the lives of the 
smartest minds in the world.  
 

 

 

 

http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/envelope/moviesnow/la-et-mtv-movies-awards2013-show-pictures,0,66547.photogallery

