
 
 

 
Lab Ratz star Becky, being chased down by paparazzi, while leaving the lab. (May 30, 2020) 

Is Lab Ratz making us smart or dumbing scientists down? 
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HOLLYWOOD – 10 episodes in, and Lab Ratz has grown into a nationwide 
phenomenon. With over 3.4 million views per episode on average, Lab Ratz 
has beat Jersey Shore as the most watched television show in history. 
Critics call it a revolution in reality tv. The scientists at the Fitz Lab are 
enjoying immense fame, with many of our favorites like Becky and Chase 
frequently appearing on magazines and talk shows alike. Becky is a 
particular favorite among the paparazzi, with snaps of her running across 
campus for lab test results and grabbing coffee plastering the front lines of 
many entertainment newspapers and even making several appearances on 
Perez Hilton’s website as well. Glamour magazine also reports having 
Becky signed on to be featured on the cover of their August issue. Becky 
isn’t the only new starlet under the radar, however- co-star Jamie was 
recently spotted sporting a sleek new Louis Vuitton lab coat, the first of 
LV’s new line of outerwear inspired by the hit show. Rumors also speak of a 
future collaboration between fashion house Chanel and laboratory 
equipment supplier Omega. It’s easy to see that with the amazing success of 
Lab Ratz, the celebrity world and the science world are slowly melding 
together.  Is all this glitz and glam a good thing though?  

 



 
 
Despite the popularity of the show among the general audience, the show is 
deeply polarizing among the Caltech campus. Some are ecstatic that Lab 
Ratz has been doing so well and the admissions office of Caltech has 
reported a higher interest among high school students in general, in terms of 
campus tour visits and applications. On the other hand, another portion of 
the campus seems to completely reject the show, going so far as to call it a 
“bastardization of science and good research”, as one student puts it. There 
have also been many opinion articles in the school newspaper, The Tech, 
both on either side of the fence arguing whether or not Lab Ratz has had a 
positive effect on the Caltech community, and on the science community as a 
whole. Although proponents say Lab Ratz has finally shown the media what 
scientists are really like in their true light, breaking down the age old 
stereotypes that previous shows like King of the Nerds and Big Bang Theory 
only reinforced, opponents argue that Lab Ratz isn’t making its audience any 
smarter, it’s just making science sound dumber. Peggy, an undergrad at 
Caltech, writes “People watch Lab Ratz and think ‘Wow this is so easy. I 
could do that!’. Some might say it will make science more approachable and 
popular to high school kids that are deciding what to major in soon, but all 
its doing is giving them unreal expectations. Science is hard. Caltech is hard. 
The only thing this show is doing is ruining our reputation as a top science 
and technology institution among the people who actually matter- other 
researchers and scientists.” It’s hard to gauge so early into the shows arrival 
how much Lab Ratz has impacted Caltech’s ranking among universities, or 
among other institutions, but it’s clear that while the general public seems to 
unanimously love Lab Ratz, the opinion is much more divided in the world of 
upper academia. Regardless, viewers are assured the show won’t be going 
anywhere anytime soon. Recently MTV announced that Lab Ratz would be 
renewed for a second season in the upcoming year, following the season 
finale in September.  

 

If you like Lab Ratz, watch out for these new shows, premiering in the Fall!  

 

 

 

 


